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By Jack Andecrson

The colorful Shan ruerrillas
have offered to sell the United
States most of the Southeast
Asian epium crop and to wage
war on any other opium con-
.voys that may try to opcrate in
the area. In exchange, they
wani £12 million in hard cash
anda U.S. promise to help them
win autonomy from Burma.

. This astonishing prapesal
was made in writtig Iy two lop
Shan leaders w kg seat an enus-
‘sary down {rom the hills fo
‘meet clamdestinely in Bangkok
with Rep, Jester Woltf (D-N. Y.,
As chairman ot a tionss nateot-
ics subcommittea, Wolti is the
House's 1-aainz  expert on
Burma-1 il nd-Laos  epinn
producticn. ite was in Bansiok
last month onu ~usvey witn five
‘other cont: nxsmeam,

The sigu- i ion ofier to de-
stroy up to «. ) tons f hi<h-
grade Asian conn, combined
with the U - aarared erack
down on Tvron i apium, theo-
retically cvald wine out 45 por
coent of (i <tjiply of horoin on
Amanies’s dhreots, And 202 mil-
fien  adeivtedly  would  be
chenper than Lant o <o tje
smugiung eperation the hacd
W ay.

As Wallf recounts his dra-
matic cacounter in Bapuvhok,
the Shen emtssary, an b hishe.
man, diraned Ly letter and tel-
ephioie ta meet with b in a
boteb bbby awavy from his con-
srenctensl valtrarwes. A (o]-
Pt peoelineg was held ina
neok ¢ila basthng Bunshok
streel.

The Erglishman handed him

oy -

 Guerriilo

the two-page proposal signed
by Gen. Law Hsin Han and
Boon Tai. the two rebel leaders,
who also sent as evidence of
zood faith 2 handwritten list of
all recent opium shipments by
nule. hackpack and trucks with
inthevact Shanstatcarea.

Skeptieal at first but cazer to
explore the ofier, Wolif invited
Ameriean diplomatic, narcotics
and C1A officials in Thailzand to
ameetingwhere he Jaid out the
strange Shan proposal.

At this private session, the
autharities confirmed that the
Fnzlishman was an authentic
Shen contact and that sone of
the handwritten reports of
epim  convoys agreed pre-

cizely with their own seceret in- | -:

formatinn. Our own sources re-
pert thet both the State Depart-
ment and CIA had also been an-
proached by the Shan insur-
sents but that the negotiaticus
had been aborted by Washing-
ton.

Wolff left it to the Amersiran
ofiicials in Bangkok to ru:
the affer but asked for a ¢uick
proaress report, feavin:
unorthodox Shan gambit mijeht
hecome snarled in red tapa atisf
bureaueratie  timidity,  \when
Wolif reached Hong sona four
davs fater, hie was callnd by his
Y eontact, whe reported
nathing vhaisoever was heing
done shout the Shan offer.

Atourrequest, Wollf has now
atreed Lo siow us the proposal
1 hopes tinis micht stir at Jeast
nreltminary talks on the frasi-
DHIY of tiying up the bhan
ciust clop. After  all, the
Litted States has subsidized
‘Turkish opium farmers with 833
nnHmn A vear so they would

HES

stop erowing the lethnl stuff.
The United States also secretly
paid £1 million to Chinese traf-
fickers and others in Thailand
for contraband opium, which
was burned. (A secret CIA re-
port claims, however, that the
U.S. authorities were deceived
and really burned cheap fodder
covered with opium.)

Wolii's document, typed be-
neath the crossed swords let-
terhead of the Shan State Army,
is titled “Pronosals to Termi-
nate the Opivm Trade in Shan
State.” Ith. 2ins:

“The i tate Army and its
allies el nmto. . the United
Sty Nareotjes Bureau, or any
si-far boedy, to vistt the opium

~us ot Mian State and to

tr w'*'mt tiiormation  azbout
i conveys on (heir own
irnfoss,
“the 8.5.A, endits allies will
ersuve thet all ovium cone
trolted by theirarmies is hurnt
under internatianal  supervi-
sion, The opium will be sald at
a price to be pegotiated Jater,
mn the basig, ., chould be the
hai burder price.” At prezeat,
:I is woukd wnount to ronghly
M2 million for 400 tons of
apiwn,

In roeturn for these "tvn.po~
rary wmezsures,” the Shan ar-
nmies want a “vermanent sotu-|,
ton®” based on political self-de- ||
termination for the Shans and
adrienbiveal  @ssistanea  fram
the United ¥tates to “‘replice
apim with other crops.” 1t this
i-; finaliv aecomplishnd, prone-
ixe the shan leaders, they will
“allows ein onters under intep.
national suyervision to search
out and destroy any epiwi
ficlds that still remain.”

s Offer @ riuwm Degl

In Wolff’s view, the advantage
of destroying 400 tons of opium
far outweighs the ruffling of of-
ficial Burmese feathers, which
direct dealings with the Shans
would cause.

Our own CIA sources confirm
that the Shan State Army is a
tremendousfactor in the South-
east Asian drug traffic. Onc sc-
cret report by the CIA's Basic
and Geographic Intelligzence
Office asserts: *“The Shan State
Army, thelargest of several
forces that have been fighting
for Shan independence from
Burma . . . is also heavily in-
volved in the opium business.” -

Another CIA document tells
.of earavans of “up to 600 horscs
and donkeys and 300 to 400 men
. . . carrving in excess of 16
tons” moving out of the Shan
ntate. Classified CIA and Jus-
tice Department documents say
<injtons of the 700 to 750 tons of
opium produced in Southeast
Asiacome from Burma, much of
it from regions controlled or
near the Shan Statearmies.

volff, while reluctant to
leave Congress during the
wird-up of the 1973 session, is
wvilling ta serve as an emissary
tu the Shan generals if it will
wodp et negotiations going. Al-

though he s unwilling to vouch
fnr the Shan generals’ abitity to
daliver on their proposals, he
foels they at Jeast warrant seri-
otis talk, So far,” he told us,
“the LS. government scems far
fuie ciager to wipe out insur-
LSents than o wipe out the her-
vintrade.”
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